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Art Unit: 3671 

DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 

Drawings 

2. The drawings were received on 22 June 2010. These drawings are acceptable. 

Specification 

3. The prior objection to the Abstract has been overcome by the corrected Abstract filed 22 
June 2010. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

5. Claims 1 through 7, 15 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Maloberti et al. (U.S. Patent No. 4,906,137 A). 

Maloberti et al. '137, as best illustrated in Figures 1 through 4, disclose a method for 
starting up a flow line (3) suitable for conveying hydrocarbons, said flow line being extended 
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over the seabed from a wellhead (2) and terminating at a joint end, said joint end being suitable 
for connection to a subsea riser, and said method comprising: 
with regard to claim 1 , 

a first stage of inducing elongation of said flow line (col. I, line 67 through col. 2, line 2); 

a second stage of fixing said joint end with respect to said seabed to maintain said flow 
line in its elongated position; 
with regard to claim 2, 

further comprising permitting characterized displacement of said joint end in the 
direction of elongation of said flow line and prohibiting displacement of said joint end in the an 
opposite direction; 
with regard to claim 3, 

further comprising guiding said joint end in translation during elongation of said flow 

line; 

with claim 4, 

further comprising a preliminary stage before said first stage comprising laying said flow 
line on said seabed and connecting said subsea riser to said flow line; 
with regard to claim 5, 

wherein said subsea riser is connected to the said joint end during said preliminary stage; 

and 

with regard to claim 16, 

further comprising extending said riser in a catenary. 
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Maloberti et al. '137 disclose a system for starting up a flow line (3) suitable for 
conveying hydrocarbons, wherein: 
with regard to claim 6, 

said flow line (3c) extends over a seabed from a wellhead (2) and terminates at a joint 
end of said flow line, said joint end being suitable for connection to a subsea riser and said flow 
line being able to stretch; 

a locking system (5) for fixing said joint end with respect to said seabed for maintaining 
said flow line in said stretched position after said flow line has been stretched; 
with regard to claim 7, 

wherein said locking system includes a unidirectional arresting device (8) operable to 
allow displacement of said joint end in a direction of elongation of said flow line and to prohibit 
displacement of said joint end in an opposite direction; and 
with regard to claim 15, 

further comprising a subsea riser having a free end; said subsea riser is extended in a 
catenary. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 8 through 14 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 
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7. As allowable subject matter has been indicated, applicant's reply must either comply with 
all formal requirements or specifically traverse each requirement not complied with. See 37 
CFR 1.111(b) and MPEP § 707.07(a). 



Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments filed 22 June 2010 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

With regard to claim 1, Applicant argues Maloberti et al. '137 fail to teach the steps of 
inducing elongation of the flow line and fixing the joint end with respect to the seabed to 
maintain the flow line in its elongated position. The examiner contends the step of inducing 
elongation is expressly taught by the prior art (col. 1, line 67 through col. 2, line 2) and depicted 
in Figure 1 of the same wherein the flow line (3c) is depicted as taut. 

With regard to claim 1, Applicant argues Maloberti et al. '137 fail to teach a flow line 
with a joint end suitable for connecting the flow line to the rise and fixing such joint end to the 
seabed to therewith maintain elongation in the flow line. The examiner first notes that Maloberti 
et al. '137 recognize the desired length of hose (3a. 3b. 3c and 3d) can be achieved by linking 
several partial lengths of hose (col. 4, lines 27 through 32). In light of this disclosure, the 
examiner finds a clear teaching in Maloberti et al. '137 for a flow line (3c) extending over the 
seabed from a wellhead (2) and terminating in a joint end (i.e., connector 10), wherein the joint 
end is suitable for connection to a riser (3d), and wherein the end of the flow line is fixed to the 
seabed to maintain elongation of the flow line. 
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With regard to claim 2, Applicant argues Maloberti et al. '137 fail to teach the step of 
fixing the joint end of the flow line in a manner prohibiting displacement of the joint end in the 
direction opposite elongation. The examiner first notes that Maloberti et al. '137 recognize the 
desired length of hose (3a. 3b. 3c and 3d) can be achieved by linking several partial lengths of 
hose (col. 4, lines 27 through 32). In light of this disclosure, the examiner finds a clear teaching 
by Maloberti et al. '137 for the step of fixing the joint end of the flow line (3c) in a manner 
prohibiting displacement in a direction opposite elongation. 

With regard to claim 3, Applicant argues Maloberti et al. '137 fail to teach the step of 
guiding the flow line in translation during elongation. The examiner contends the step is 
inherent to the prior art method. 

Conclusion 

9. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to TARA MAYO-PINNOCK whose telephone number is (571) 
272-6992. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8:30 AM to 5:00 
PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas B. Will can be reached on 571-272-6998. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/TARA MAYO-PINNOCK/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3671 
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